The Busycle – The Past, Present and the Future 
By Jeannie Llewellyn, from Busycle website and archives
October 28, 2008
How It Happened

In the summer of 2005, Artists Heather Clark and Matthew Mazzotta were awarded an artists residency from the Boston (Roxbury)-based Berwick Research Institute’s Public Art Satellite Program.    Over a four month period, to help design the project, we formed a small online research community made of experts from the U.S., as well as the Netherlands and Australia.  We also elicited research support and construction volunteers from almost 50 Boston-based participants. 
The 100% volunteer crew/design team who are the heart of this project is an eccentric mix of individuals including a former software engineer and MIT alum who left his desk job to pursue his dream of opening an industrial arts club (Sparqs, where we built the Busycle), a professional French horn player with a passion for bio-diesel, a pedicab mechanic/local renowned junkyard dog, the founder of the first American team of the television show Junkyard Wars, MIT professors, staff, and alumni, a pastry chef, a midwife, a machinist, a teenage robot enthusiast, and teachers. 
We also received donations from groups ranging from Boston bicycle shops to junkyards.

Working together and using almost all found or recycled materials (ranging from office chairs to steel bed frames) we created what we call the Busycle.  This vehicle began as a 15-passenger van stripped down to its chassis.  Its engine was replaced by 14 customized recumbent bicycles, one driver’s seat and an elegant gearing system.

The Busycle was built during the summer of 2005 with the contribution
of over 50 volunteers who helped with everything from construction to
event planning to designing our website.
The Busycle is 15 person 100% passenger pedaled vehicle.  The Busycle, a traveling public art project under development since 2005, runs solely on the energy of its passengers. All passengers are required to pull their weight and pedal in their seats. The pedal power then moves the Busycle from destination to destination. The Busycle’s public life involves experimental public rides that travel down city streets, where story telling is of the essence.  It is our goal that by bringing art and technology clearly into the public realm and as near to the community as possible (what could be closer than riding an art project down the streets where people live and inviting them onto the art?), we will begin to stir a dialogue about the current and universal issues from which the Busycle has grown, while creating a forum for people to pause and enjoy.

Context

The concept of the busycle responds to the role that transportation and top down approaches to decision making play in defining where and how we live locally, as well as how we interact globally.  Transportation can be an indicator as to how much power people have within their own lives, as well as in politics and policy. Transportation can serve as a litmus test for issues ranging from environmental racism to global politics.

The Busycle does not attempt to be the answer to major ecological or socioeconomic questions, nor does it attempt to even be a practical technology.   Yet what it does do is serve as the antithesis to top down approaches to decision making that tend to leave many in the margins and have left us in our current predicament. It is everything that top down is not.  

The Busycle has created spontaneous community.  It has grown from the ideas and sweat of over 50 volunteers.  It has been built from the waste products of our society, with the majority of the vehicle made of re-used materials.  The Busycle will be pedaled by anyone who is willing.

The Busycle requires individuals to use their own will and physical strength to come together as a group to go from point A to B.   Starting and ending points are ones that they control.  By bringing the intersection of art, technology, and activism to the street, the Busycle asks the public to literally participate in a small movement.

Summary
The Busycle, a 15 person 100% pedal powered bus, runs solely on the energy of its passengers. Although driven by a Busycle driver, all passengers are required to pull their weight and pedal in their seats. The Busycle requires individuals to use their own will and physical strength to come together as a group to go from point A to B. By bringing the intersection of art and activism to the street, the Busycle asks the public to participate in a small movement.
Palo Alto’s Farewell Party Fundraiser – Nov. 15, Saturday, 4-10 pm, YMCA Ross Road

More and more Palo Altoans are becoming saddened to learn that  what they thought was their very own prized transportation parody, the Busycle, is leaving town for an East Coast museum. And yet to help it fulfill one of its grant requirements that it be shown in such a way, many of them, as well as others from throughout the area and beyond are coming forward to honor all the joy is has brought to the San Francisco Bay Area. So by the time 4 Pm on Nov 15 hits, it will come as no surprise to many, when this 15-person machine is  showered with gifts, laughter, food and song  at the Palo Alto YMCA.

Toward that end, the Busycle will  bring out some of the best this area has to offer. To scintillating Marla Goody's tunes, we have just added long time Las Vegas sensation, Iya Kahn. He lives nearby and could not refuse birthday boy, Chris Llewellyn and one of our event's drivers, Alex Jessup, when they asked him to play. Legends from the bike industry, including Jobst Brandt, the author of the timeless book, "The Bicycle Wheel" and Jack Baker, the inventor of the modern day, short wheel base recumbent, will also be on hand as will other soon to be confirmed two wheel giants. While Jobst will be giving his widely acclaimed slide show of his Alpan  bike travels, Jack will `be talking about the history of the recumbent bike.

Add test rides from well known recumbent manufacturers,  exhibitions  of celebrated jaw dropping kinetic sculpture vehicles, including Unwheeldy and the All Terrain Tiki Bar Lounge, etc, amazing silent auction treasures,   great food and fun beyond compare, and you won't want to  miss out. The result will be an epic event that one of America's richest bike, tech and education cities will be talking about for a long, long time to come!!

The Busycle project needs your help! Please help us cover the cost of development and supplies with a donation. 
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Details at http://bikeroute.com/BusycleFarewell

Who are we who support the Busycle Palo Alto?

Martin Krieg
Director of the National Bicycle Greenway and author of
the book "Awake Again" will be traveling on a HiWheel bicycle from
Boston to San Francisco as a part of the 6th Annual National Mayors'
Ride with the busycle team and with his new book, "How America can
Bike and Grow Rich, The National Bicycle Greenway Manifesto" . 

Jeannie Llewellyn

Entrepreneur, global investor, commercial real estate agent at Ivy Commercial Group, business owner, but most of all, a Mom of three great athletic kids, has been organizing the Farewell Busycle adventures and events.  A newly avid bicyclist, Jeannie promotes health, wealth and cooperation.  A soon-to-be author and producer of Living Legends that inspire to pass on tribal knowledge, she creates knowledge to be truly central and open to all.   

Alex Jessup

Child Development student, part-time elementary school teacher assistant, Alex lives on his bicycle, and helps with the videotaping of Busycle rides.  He’s a “kid-magnet” and loves a good game of Hide-and-Seek!  

Christopher Llewellyn

Glassblower, rock climber, unicyclist, bicyclist, juggler extraordinaire, student at Palo Alto High School, his bicycle is his life blood, and he has foresworn driver’s ed for as long as he can in his quest to do good for the earth!  He hopes to join the travel cross country for the return of the Busycle to Boston.  It will NOT be on his unicycle, however.
John E

Palo Alto resident, John E is a vegetarian, works at the Gild Theater.  

James Hall

Raw Daddy founder and owner with his wife, James promotes healthy living through raw unprocessed foods.  He feeds the crew of the Busycle!

Silvie P

Kristin

… and so many MORE!  

Busycle V.2.0 – Silicon Valley’s version

The Nov. 15th FUNdraiser Farewell Kickoff Party will begin the design process of Silicon Valley’s OWN Busycle.  Ideas, creators, artists, cyclists, industrial engineers, mothers, kids, robotics experts, anyone and everyone can join the design group.  Following the same “rules” as the first Busycle, the SV version will be an “improved” model, and will provide the same amount of fun, if not MORE!  

Several suggestions have already been received after riders pumped their way on the original Busycle:  lighter!  Cupholders, storage, bike rack (now doesn’t that defeat the purpose?), lights, solar panels, and the list goes on…
The Busycle can also appear at parties, conferences, corporate, team-building events, community affairs, weddings (yes, there have been requests), you name it!

Funds raised at the Busycle events help the National Bicycle Greenway team make their way cross country to return the Busycle to Boston, slated to go into a museum for the world to see.  Let’s send the Busycle back to Boston with the Internationally Known FanFare from the West Coast!

www.bikeroute.com/busyclefarewell
www.busycle.com for historical information

Email:  NBG@bikeroute.com 

See attached flyer for Nov. 15th event!

